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PHYSICAL SETTING
__________________________________________
To set the framework in which the current and future transportation systems of Placer
County function, a complete characterization of the area is needed.  Information
included in this chapter describes the location, population, and demographics of the
county, as well as projections for the future population.

LOCATION

Placer County is located in the foothills and mountains of the Sierra Nevada, extending
eastward from the eastern portion of California’s Central Valley.  Placer County is
bordered by Nevada County to the north, Sutter County to the west, Sacramento and El
Dorado Counties to the south and the State of Nevada to the east.  A portion of Lake
Tahoe is located in Placer County.  In total, Placer County contains 1,506 square miles
ranging in elevation from 160 feet above sea level to nearly 9,500 feet above sea level.
Figure III-1 shows the location of Placer County in the context of surrounding counties.

Six incorporated cities are located within the political boundary of Placer County.  These
include the cities of Auburn, Colfax, Lincoln, Rocklin, Roseville, and the town of Loomis.
Numerous unincorporated communities also dot Placer County.   These include
Foresthill, Granite Bay, North Auburn, Placer High Country, Sheridan, Tahoe Basin
Area, and West Placer.  Refer to Figure III-2a and b.

CLIMATE

The climate of the Sacramento Valley Air Basin portion of Placer County is
characterized by hot, dry summers and cool rainy winters.  During the winter, the North
Pacific storm track intermittently dominates valley weather.   Moderate, dry days and
cool nights characterize the summer months in Placer County.  The temperature during
the summer varies between the Valley and High Country areas.  Typically, valley
temperatures are higher in summer and winter, while mountain temperatures are lower.
The rainy season in Placer County occurs between November and April, but excessive
rainfall and damaging windstorms are rare.  The Sierra Nevada snow fields are a major
source of water during the dry summer months.  Table III-1 shows average
temperatures and precipitation in Placer County:
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Table III-1
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Table III-2a
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Table III-2b
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TABLE III-1
TEMPERATURE AND PRECIPITATION IN PLACER COUNTY

Area Average
Temperature

Maximum
Temperature

Minimum
Temperature

Average Annual
Precipitation

Auburn 60.2ºF 72.4ºF 48.0ºF 35.72”

Colfax 59.0ºF 71.3ºF 46.6ºF 47.82”

Tahoe City 43.2ºF 56.0ºF 30.4ºF 31.18”

Squaw Valley 46.7ºF 58.6ºF 34.7ºF 40.05”
Source:  Western Regional Climate Center, January 1998

CHARACTER

Placer County’s climate, geography, and historical richness contribute to an unusually
high quality of life.  The geography of the county encompasses the grasslands of the
gold Country, the snow-capped Sierra Nevada mountain range, and numerous rivers,
lakes, state and national parks, and ski resorts.  The Valley Area of Placer County
represents rich agricultural lands, recreational amenities, and cultural activities.  The
world-famous gold Country features well-stocked lakes with tree-lined shores.  Lake
Tahoe, the internationally acclaimed lake in the High Country, provides opportunities for
water skiing, sailing, scuba diving, jet skiing, and fishing.

The solitude of country living and the magnificent mountains provide a perfect retreat
from urban life.  Placer County offers hiking, biking, camping, snow skiing, snow
boarding, horseback riding, fishing, water sports, ice skating, and hunting.  In addition to
the recreational opportunities, Placer County offers a diverse array of cultural
attractions.  South Placer is one of the fastest growing business communities in
California and commercial activities and shopping opportunities are abundant.  The
choice of rural, urban and suburban living creates unique lifestyle opportunities for work
and play.

GROWTH ASSUMPTIONS
__________________________________________
INTRODUCTION

As the Regional Information Center for the Sacramento area, the Sacramento Area
Council of Governments (SACOG) has prepared and adopted population and
employment forecasts for the development of the Regional Transportation Plan.  The
population and employment forecasts reflect the growth that is anticipated to occur
within Placer County during the twenty year horizon of this plan.  Development of the
population and employment forecasts are done in consultation with the local
jurisdictions.
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POPULATION PROJECTIONS

The population forecasts prepared for the Regional Transportation Plan were developed
by  SACOG.  Population forecasts are identified at five year intervals, and a 2022
forecast, and reflect the net increase and percent growth of each jurisdiction, as shown
in Table III-2.

TABLE III-2
POPULATION PROJECTIONS BY JURISDICTION

JURISDICTION 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2022 2025 Net
Increase

%
Growth

Auburn 11,920 13,000 14,100 15,180 16,240 16,680 17,350 5,430 45%
Colfax 1,610 1,820 2,065 2,370 2,670 2,820 2,820 1,120 75%
Lincoln 12,900 26,060 38,350 54,370 56,575 57,200 57,875 44,975 349%
Loomis 6,075 6,770 8,400 9,319 9,830 10,040 10,360 4,285 70%
Rocklin 37,670 44,100 50,700 58,470 64,870 67,320 70,490 32,820 87%

Roseville 79,556 100,000 109,163 109,463 109,363 109,161 109,160 29,604 37%
Unincorporated1 87,410 100,890 114,040 127,080 137,240 141,360 147,280 59,870 68%
Placer County

Total
237,141 292,640 336,818 376,243 396,788 404,581 415,335 178,194 75%

Source:  Sacramento Area Council of Governments, Regional Information Center, March, 2001.

EMPLOYMENT PROJECTIONS

The employment forecasts prepared for the Regional Transportation Plan were derived
from the expected increase in building square footage or acreage factor consistent with
each local general plan.  SACOG converted the building square footage or acreage
factor into employment using calculated holding capacities consistent with those
assumed for the local general plans.  Employment forecasts are identified at five year
intervals, and a 2022 forecast, and reflect the net increase and percent growth of each
jurisdiction, as shown in Table III-3.

TABLE III-3
EMPLOYMENT PROJECTIONS BY JURISDICTION

2000 – 2025
JURISDICTION 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2022 2025 Net

Increase
%

Growth
Auburn 10,365 11,222 12,143 12,980 13,988 14,302 14,834  4,469 43%
Colfax 1,060 1,194 1,338 1,535 1,724 1,818 1,818 758 71%
Lincoln 4,612 7,693 9,802 14,079 15,726 16,398 17,463 12,851 279%
Loomis 2,342 2,741 3,294 3,854 4,289 4,487 4,725 2,383 102%
Rocklin 8,745 11,235 13,969 17,,046 20,104 21,053 22,414 13,669 156%

Roseville 60,390 76,331 89,255 102,382 109,231 112,031 116,481 56,091 93%
Unincorporated2 27,298 32,230 37,810 42,283 446,406 48,136 49,776 22,478 82%
Placer County

Total
114,812 142,646 167,611 194,159 211,468 218,225 227,510 112,698 98%

Source:  Sacramento Area Council of Governments, Regional Information Center, March, 2001.

                                                          
1 Excludes Tahoe Basin portion of the County
2 Excludes Tahoe Basin portion of the County



Placer County Transportation Planning Agency Chapter III – Physical Setting
2022 REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN Page 7

HOUSING PROJECTIONS

The housing forecasts prepared for the Regional Transportation Plan were developed
by SACOG.  Housing forecasts are identified at five year intervals, and a 2022 forecast,
and reflect the net increase and percent growth of each jurisdiction, as shown in Table
III-4.

TABLE III-4
HOUSING PROJECTIONS BY JURISDICTION

2000 - 2020

JURISDICTION 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2022 2025 Net
Increase

%
Growth

Auburn 5,486 5,989 6,493 6,995 7,496 7,697 7,998 2,512 46%
Colfax 736 831 940 1,074 1,211 1,274 1,274 538 73%
Lincoln 5,287 11,362 16,071 22,000 22,724 23,009 23,212 17,925 339%
Loomis 2,240 2,502 3,109 3,458 3,654 3,730 3,852 1,612 72%
Rocklin 13,972 16,345 18,851 21,984 24,598 25,647 26,899 12,927 92%

Roseville 33,096 42,695 47,188 47,281 47,281 47,281 47,281 14,185 43%
Unincorporated3 37,913 43,863 49,853 55,729 60,142 62,017 64,523 26,610 70%
Placer County

Total
98,730 123,587 142,505 158,521 167,106 170,655 175,039 76,309 77%

Source:  Sacramento Area Council of Governments, Regional Information Center, March, 2001.

SUMMARY

Placer County is growing significantly.  To examine how growth has impacted
transportation, it is useful to examine trends that unfolded during the decade between
1980 and 1990.  Table III-5 displays some of the key growth indicators shaping travel
behavior in Placer County.

TABLE III-5
SUMMARY OF PLACER COUNTY GROWTH TRENDS

1980 - 1990

1980 1990 Total
Change

Percent
Change

Population 117,247 172,796 55,549 47.38%
Households 42,657 64,502 21,845 51.21%
Labor Force 54,227 87,450 33,223 61.27%
Workers 47,472 81,522 34,050 71.73%
Total Workers Working out of County 20,836 33,504 12,668 60.80%
Percent Workers Working out of County 43.89% 41.10% -2.79% -6.36%
Registered Cars & Trucks 101,014 165,712 64,698 64.05%
Population per Household 2.75 2.68 -0.07 -2.53%
Workers per Household 1.15 1.30 0.15 13.13%
Registered Cars & Trucks per Household 2.37 2.57 0.20 8.49%
Source:  U.S. Census, Department of Motor Vehicles
                                                          
3 Excludes Tahoe Basin portion of the County
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